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§ 3250.13 What orders or instructions
may BLM issue me?

(a) Geothermal resource operational
orders, for detailed requirements that
apply nationwide;

(b) Notices to lessees, for detailed re-
quirements on a statewide or regional
basis;

(c) Other orders and instructions spe-
cific to a field or area;

(d) Permit conditions of approval;
and

(e) Verbal orders which will be con-
firmed in writing.

Subpart 3251—Exploration
Operations: Getting a Permit

§ 3251.10 Do I need a permit before I
start my exploration operations?

Yes, do not start any exploration op-
erations before we have approved your
exploration permit.

§ 3251.11 May I conduct exploration
operations on my lease, someone
else’s lease or unleased land?

You may request a permit to explore
any BLM-managed public lands open to
geothermal leasing, even if we already
leased the lands to another person.
Your exploration will not give you ex-
clusive rights. If you wish to conduct
operations on your lease, you may do
so after we have approved your explo-
ration permit. If the lands are already
leased, your operations may not unrea-
sonably interfere with or endanger
those other operations or other author-
ized uses, or cause unnecessary or
undue degradation of the lands.

§ 3251.12 What does BLM need to ap-
prove my exploration permit?

To conduct exploration operations on
BLM-managed lands, your application
must:

(a) Include a complete and signed ex-
ploration permit which describes the
lands you wish to explore;

(b) For operations other than tem-
perature gradient wells, describe your
exploration plans and procedures, in-
cluding the approximate starting and
ending dates for each phase of oper-
ations;

(c) For temperature gradient wells,
describe your drilling and completion
procedures, and include, for each well

or for several wells you propose to drill
in an area of geologic and environ-
mental similarity:

(1) A detailed description of the
equipment, materials, and procedures
you will use;

(2) The depth of the well;
(3) The casing and cementing pro-

gram;
(4) The circulation media (mud, air,

foam, etc.);
(5) A description of the logs that you

will run;
(6) A description and diagram of the

blowout prevention equipment you will
use during each phase of drilling;

(7) The expected depth and thickness
of fresh water zones;

(8) Anticipated lost circulation zones;
(9) Anticipated temperature gradient

in the area;
(10) Well site layout and design;
(11) Existing and planned access

roads or ancillary facilities; and
(12) Source of drill pad and road

building material and water supply.
(d) Show evidence of bond coverage

(See 43 CFR 3251.15);
(e) Estimate how much surface dis-

turbance your exploration may cause;
(f) Describe the proposed measures

you will take to protect the environ-
ment and other resources;

(g) Describe methods to reclaim the
surface; and

(h) Include all other information we
may require.

§ 3251.13 What action will BLM take
on my permit?

(a) When we receive your exploration
permit, we will make sure it is com-
plete and signed, and review it for com-
pliance with the requirements of 43
CFR 3200.4.

(b) If the proposed operations are lo-
cated on lands described under 43 CFR
3250.10(a)(2), we will consult with the
federal surface management agency be-
fore we approve your permit.

(c) We will check your exploration
permit for technical adequacy and we
may require additional procedures.

(d) We will notify you if we need
more information to process your per-
mit. We will suspend the review of your
permit until we receive the informa-
tion.
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